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Asset of Community Value Assessment – South Lakeland District Council 

 

Nominate By: Castle Inn Kendal Open For the Future (CIKOFF) 

Number of Nominations: 1 

Date of Submission: 4th February 2020 

Address of Nomination: Castle Inn, 13 Castle Street, Kendal LA9 7AA 

Date of DED: 12th March 2020 

 

Section One - Eligible Criteria 

Eligible Criteria YES NO Further Comments 

Is the nominating body eligible to 
nominate? 

 

 Unincorporated Body of 21+ local 
(Kendal) residents, set up 
specifically to nominate the asset in 
the hope of keeping it as a pub. 

Does the nominating body have a 
connection to the nomination? 

 

 The group is made up of Kendal 
residents, many of whom were 
regulars of the pub and live within 
walking distance of it. 

Is the nominated asset outside of one of 
the categories that cannot be assets of 
community value?  

  

 

Section Two – Determining Usage 

 YES NO Further Comments 

1.) Is there evidence of the use being 
described in the nomination? 

 

 The nomination states that until it 
was closed in November 2018, it 
was a thriving local pub used by 
many local residents and the wider 
Kendal community. 

Is this the main, and non-ancillary, use 
of the land or premises? 

 

 The asset’s main use, as stated in 
the nomination, was as a public 
house. 

Or has it been its use within the last 12 
months? 

 

 

The nomination states that the 
asset has been closed since 
November 2018. It also states that 
the owners of the asset have been 
advertising it for lease since then, 
but have recently decided to put it 
up for sale. 

 

 YES NO Further Comments 

2.) Does this use further the social well-
being and social interest of the 
community? 

  It is stated in the nomination that 
groups have previously met at the 
pub and sports clubs retired there 
for post-match rest and 
recuperation. There is a pool table 
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and games room that was used by 
many. It is said in the nomination 
that the location of the pub, close to 
the Castle Street Community 
Centre, made it able to act as a spill-
over to further the social interests 
of the Centre’s users. 

What is the current level of use of the 
asset and who uses it? 

  The pub is currently closed (since 
November 2018). 
The nomination states that the pub 
was thriving before its closure. 

Is it used by particular communities of 
interest or need? 

 

 

There is no evidence provided to 
support this. 

What do communities gain from their 
use of the asset and what would be the 
impact if it were lost? 

  The pub is stated to have been a 
small but important part of Kendal’s 
social fabric since the early 1700s, 
and would be a great loss to the 
community. 
The pub is within a large residential 
area which the nomination states 
risks losing such facilities, as seen 
with two previous local pubs having 
been converted into flats in recent 
years. 

 

 YES NO Further Comments 

3.) What is the nature of social well 
being and social interest which the 
asset particularly supports? 

   

Does the current (or recent past) use of the asset do the  
following: 

 Reduce isolation 
 

 

 The nomination states that having a 
local pub reduces isolation for 
people living nearby, with residents 
having a shared space to interact 
and socialise with neighbours. In 
turn this, it is claimed, reduces 
loneliness and improves wellbeing. 

 Address the needs of 
disadvantaged members of the 
community 

 

 

 
 

 There is no evidence in the 
nomination to suggest this. 
However, it could be said that 
access to a local pub helps to 
address these needs. 

 Reach vulnerable people 
 

  It is claimed that this area of Kendal 
is vulnerable, evidence of this being 
that it was one of the worst affected 
areas of flooding during Storm 
Desmond. This has caused a great 
deal of anxiety about future risks. It 
states that assets that give space to 
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discuss and cement community 
spirit are vital. 

 Support community cohesion 
and involvement 

 

  As stated above, assets such as this 
offer a space for residents to meet, 
discuss and cement community 
spirit.  

 Enable communities to be self 
supporting 

 

 

 

 There is no evidence provided to 
support this – in regards to the 
asset’s current (or recent past) use. 
The nomination does give examples 
of how this could be achieved in the 
future if it were to re-open. 
Examples of this include providing 
local employment opportunities and 
possible links with other social 
enterprises. 

 Increase access to positive 
activities 

 

 

 There is no evidence provided to 
support this – in regards to the 
asset’s current (or recent past) use. 
The nomination does give examples 
of how this could be achieved in the 
future if it were to re-open. 
Examples of this include the 
possibility to host music nights, 
senior lunches and coffee mornings. 

 

4.) Does the community feel strongly that the 
asset should be retained as a community asset? 

The nomination states that this is true, and 
proof of this can be identified with the ease in 
which the unincorporated body required to 
nominate the asset was assembled within a 
matter of days.  

The group state that they are planning a wider 
consultation with local residents on the 
question of Community Right to Bid, but 
wanted to get the application to nominate in 
asap due to the asset being put up for sale. 

 

5.) Could the asset realistically continue to be 
used for this or another qualifying community 
purpose (or could this be achieved within the 
next five years)? 

It is stated in the nomination that the pub was 
renovated following Storm Desmond and would 
need very little work to get it open again. 

The nominating party are taking advice from 
the Plunkett Foundation, who are specialists in 
community pub start-ups, and have been told 
that it is likely to meet their criteria. This may 
give them access to good advice and other 
resources going forward. 

The nomination states that the pub’s location – 
situated near to the Castle Street Community 
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Centre, St George’s Church and the largely 
residential surrounding area is an ideal setting 
for a community pub. 

The group feel that getting the pub registered 
would give them the time needed to put 
together a business plan, arrange funding and a 
community share offer. It is stated that there 
are members of the group with various 
expertise required to undertake such a task.  

 

Section Four - Non-ancillary use of the building or other land. 

Officers are asked to consider the following questions, where appropriate, in relation to non-

ancillary usage: 

 Yes No Comments 

Has the building/land legal requirement 
for this usage changed significantly that 
the asset is not fit for purpose? 

   

Could the asset be made fit for purpose 
practically and within reasonable 
resource requirements and within 
timescales? 

  
N/A 

 

 

Recommendation and reasons for: 

It is recommended that the Castle Inn be accepted as an asset of community Value. 

Current (or recent) use of the asset 
The asset has been closed for just over 12 months (since November 2018). Due to this the 
nomination does not contain a substantial amount of evidence proclaiming how the assets 
current non ancillary use furthers the social well-being and social interests of the community. 
However it does contain some information of how, in the recent past, it was used a place that did 
so. It states on numerous occasions that it is an important part of the community in this area of 
the town. 
 
Legislation 
This states that an asset can be listed as a community asset if its principle use furthers (or has 
recently furthered) the community’s social well-being or social interests and is likely to do so in 
the future. As mentioned above, the nomination states that when the pub was open this was the 
case. The nomination also provides evidence that the group are taking positive steps in looking at 
ways to move forward if the asset were to be nominated. There are also a number of ideas 
provided of ways the asset, in the near future, could further the community’s social well-being or 
social interests. It could also be said that the nomination is in the spirit of the legislation that gives 
communities the right to nominate assets such as this. 
 
Previous additions to the community asset register 
The Council has previously approved nominations of similar assets to be registered as assets of 
community value. An example of this being the Bridge Hotel, Kendal, which was added to the 
register in 2018 in similar circumstances. 
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